HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
AGENDA
of the

CITY OF WILDWOOD ’S
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION (HPC)
Wildwood City Hall - Council Chambers
16860 Main Street - Wildwood, Missouri 63040
** This Meeting will be conducted in-person, and also available for viewing on Zoom,
and then posted onto the City’s YouTube Channel**
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86832085819?
pwd=d3NmNnhEVXM0K0ttcHZockVmbXRydz09
YouTube Channel: https://www.cityofwildwood.com/youtube

Thursday, August 25, 2022
6:30 p.m.
I. Welcome And Roll Call
II. Opening Remarks By Chair
III. Approval Of The Historic Preservation Commission’s Minutes From Its July 29, 2022
Meeting
Documents:
HPC MTG MINUTES 07-29-22 DRAFT.PDF
IV. Old Business
a. Ready For Action – Five (5) Items
1. Route 66 Roadside Park Project - Pin-Up Review (Wards – All)
Documents:
INFORMATIONAL PACKAGE FOR ROUTE 66 ROADSIDE PARK
ITEM.PDF
2. Student Route 66 Taskforce Updates (Wards – All)
Documents:
SR66TF MTG DRAFT MINUTES 08.15.22.PDF
3. Addition Of A Youth Liaison To The Commission (Wards – All)
4. Discussion Of Essen Log Cabin Locations (Wards – All)
Documents:

3. Addition Of A Youth Liaison To The Commission (Wards – All)
4. Discussion Of Essen Log Cabin Locations (Wards – All)
Documents:
HPC REPORT ON ESSEN LOG CABIN USE.PDF
5. Update On 2022 Work Program (Wards – All)
Documents:
HPC REPORT ON WORK PROGRAM - 08.25.2022.PDF
b. Not Ready For Action – Two (2) Items
1. Update On Kohn Park Sign (Ward One)
2. Historic Route 66 Revitalization Initiative Work Program Update (Wards – All)
V. New Business
a. Ready For Action – One (1) Item
1. Planning For Celebrate Wildwood Event (Wards - All)
Documents:
HPC MEMO ON PLANNING FOR 2022 CELEBRATE WILDWOOD
EVENT.PDF
b. Not Ready For Action – Two (2) Items
1. Discussion Regarding The Age Threshold Used To Determine Qualification As
Historic (Wards – All)
2. Overview Of Maintenance Bids For Old Pond School (Ward One)
VI. Review Of Proposed Zoning/Plats/Site Development Plans/Demolition Requests – One (1)
Item
a. Discussion And Direction On A Demolition Request For A Group Of Buildings And
Structures Located At 18456 Woodland Meadows Drive (Locator Number 25X520021).
Demolition Is Proposed For One (1) Existing Single-Family Dwelling And All Associated
Accessory Structures Upon The Property. The Date Of Construction Of The Primary
Residential Dwelling Of Historic Significance Is Indicated As 1910, According To St.
Louis County Department Of Revenue – Assessor’s Office Records, And Circa 1875,
According To The Wildwood Historic Building Survey. This Age Threshold Does Require
The HPC To Consider This Request, And Act, Given At Least One (1) Of These
Structures Is In Excess Of 75 Years Of Age. (Ward One)
Documents:
HPC REPORT ON REQUESTED DEMOLITION - THEISS HOUSE AT 18456
WOODLAND MEADOWS DRIVE.PDF
VII. Other Matters For Consideration – One (1) Item
a. Update On Opportunity To Tour Historic Glencoe With Ms. Ava Morgan Gilbert And Her
Daughter, On Monday, September 12, 2022, At 10:00 A.m. Ms. Gilbert Was Born In
Glencoe In 1937. Her Father Was The Pastor Of The Church In The Area And An Avid
Trout Fisherman. Her Great Grandparents And Grandparents Also Lived In Glencoe. She
Now Lives In Illinois And Is Curious To Revisit Glencoe And See If Any Of The Buildings
She Remembers From Childhood Are Still In Existence Today. (Ward Six)
VIII. Upcoming Meeting Date – September 22, 2022 (Thursday)

Daughter, On Monday, September 12, 2022, At 10:00 A.m. Ms. Gilbert Was Born In
Glencoe In 1937. Her Father Was The Pastor Of The Church In The Area And An Avid
Trout Fisherman. Her Great Grandparents And Grandparents Also Lived In Glencoe. She
Now Lives In Illinois And Is Curious To Revisit Glencoe And See If Any Of The Buildings
She Remembers From Childhood Are Still In Existence Today. (Ward Six)
VIII. Upcoming Meeting Date – September 22, 2022 (Thursday)
IX. Closing Remarks And Adjournment
Note: The Historic Preservation Commission will consider and act upon these matters listed
above and any such others as may be presented at the meeting and determined appropriate
for discussion at that time. The City of Wildwood will provide reasonable accommodations for
persons attending public meetings. Requests for reasonable accommodations should be
made by contacting Megan Eldridge, City Clerk at 636-458-0440 or email at
megan@cityofwildwood.com at least 48 hours prior to the start of the meeting.

CITY OF WILDWOOD
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
_________________________________________________________________________________
MEETING OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
WILDWOOD CITY HALL (HOSTED)
16860 MAIN STREET
WILDWOOD, MISSOURI 63040
July 29, 2022
I.

Welcome and Roll Call
Meeting:
Attending:
Absent:
Staff:

II.

Friday, July 29, 2022, hosted at Wildwood City Hall, in City Council Chambers, and via
Zoom, at 8:00 a.m.
Commissioners Rowton and Hrubes, Secretary Bachert, Vice-Chair Scott, Commission
Liaison Broyles, Council Liaisons Rambaud and Nyhan, and Chair Stevens
Alternates Adams and Quarternik and Commissioners Hammond and Hensic
Planner Robyn Keefe, Assistant Director Melanie Rippetoe, and Director Joe Vujnich

Opening Remarks

Chair Stevens invited everyone to partake in the treats she had brought in to celebrate the in-person meeting.
Planner Keefe reminded Commissioners to speak into their microphones, so they could be heard in the livestream
and over the Zoom platform.

III.

Approval of the Historic Preservation Commission’s Minutes from its June 23, 2022 and
July 1, 2022 Special Meetings

Minutes were approved by unanimous consent.

IV.

Public Comment (comments can be provided via Zoom Chat)

The speaker, Patrick Barnidge, noted he was a resident at the intersection of Old Slave Road and Spiceberry Lane.
He moved to this location three (3) years ago with his family. He noted he was representing the neighborhood
in supporting the name change request as more inclusionary and representative of current times. He noted he
has signatures of support from 100% of the residents on the street. He noted the name chosen was “Madison
Valley” as a nod to Elijah Madison and the history surrounding that individual in this area.

V.

New Business
A. Ready for Action – One (1) Item
1. Street Name Change Request – Old Slave Road (Ward One)
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Chair Stevens requested a motion from the Historic Preservation Commission to move the agenda item “Street
Name Change Request – Old Slave Road” to first on the agenda. Secretary Bachert made the motion and
Commissioner Hrubes seconded the motion. Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.
Director Vujnich presented, noting the history of the name change request. He identified that in 2013, the
Historic Preservation Commission had supported a similar request, recognizing the present name may not be
appropriate for 2022. He gave some background on Elijah Madison, the individual honored by the new street
name. Mr. Madison was a slave brought to the area in the 1800s, fought in the Union Army during the Civil War,
and returned as a freed man. His burial is located along Wild Horse Creek Road. Director Vujnich stated the
Department was supporting the name chosen as appropriate. He noted the Department of Public Works had
contacted St. Louis County to ensure the name would not be a problem. The Fire Marshall was also contacted
and also stated the change, if accepted by St. Louis County, would be acceptable to the District. Finally, he
acknowledged the support for the name change as one reason the Department was recommending approval.
He noted ultimately the City Council would make the final decision.
Commissioner Hrubes asked if the United States Postal Service was in the loop. Director Vujnich noted that St.
Louis County is first to approve the request, and then it forwards it to the Post Office. Chair Stevens expressed
concern about residents receiving their email with the new address. Director Vujnich noted he would make a call
to ensure there was a procedure in-place.
Council Liaison Rambaud expressed concern about the lack of suffix. Director Vujnich noted “Valley” was the
suffix in this case. Dr. Rambaud noted he had difficulties using that particular suffix, when he had named the
road to his residence. Dr. Rambaud noted that, aside from this concern, he thought it was a great name change
and an improvement.
Vice Chair Scott noted the present name had not been applied to the road until the 1970s, so there was very
little historical significance to its present name. However, he encouraged the City to place a plaque in the public
right-of-way in recognition of Elijah Madison, an important historical figure, so it would have some interpretation.
Council Member Clark approached the Commission and asked if African American groups had been approached
for input into this name change. Chair Stevens noted that, when the issue had come before the Commission in
the past, many members of the Westland Acres community had given their input. Director Vujnich noted that
there had been mixed perspectives expressed by that community, but that generally it wished to keep some
historical significance to the road name.
Commissioner Hrubes made a motion the Commission accept the Department’s recommendation and approve
the name change request. Commissioner Rowton seconded the motion. Motion passed by unanimous voice
vote.
Chair Stevens requested that the Commission be kept in the loop, as the name change request moved forward
in the process.
B. Not Ready for Action – Two (2) Items

1. Discussion Regarding the Age Threshold Used to Determine Qualification as Historic
(Wards – All)
July 29, 2022 HPC Meeting Minutes
2|P a g e

2. Overview of Maintenance Bids for Old Pond School (Ward One)
VI.

Old Business
A. Ready for Action – Six (6) Items
1. Student Route 66 Taskforce Updates (Wards – All)

Planner Keefe gave a brief presentation to the group, showing photos of the Student Route 66 Taskforce
Members and providing a general synopsis of the first meeting with them. She noted more detailed information
was included in the draft minutes provided in the packet.
Planner Keefe then gave a presentation on the proposal for the addition of youth liaisons to the Historic
Preservation Commission. She noted that, while initially, the proposed liaison would be a Student Route 66
Taskforce Member, the intent of the Department was to permanently allow for the inclusion of youth, whether
assigned to this project or another. She noted that the Commission had had an opportunity to review the
proposed By-Laws and the Department was requesting action on the item.
Commissioner Rowton commented he felt the Commission should have the ability to appoint a Youth Liaison,
but not be required to do so. Planner Keefe noted the language could be amended to say “may” instead of
“shall” to reflect this direction, if other Commission Members agreed.
Commissioner Hrubes asked if the Commission could appoint them with a termination date. Planner Keefe noted
the non-voting liaisons serve for one (1) year. Commissioner Hrubes noted he was fully in support of youth
participating.
Chair Stevens noted that anyone who would participate on such would be until their termination date. She also
noted the Commission could get more youth involved, focused on other projects, such as the Essen Log Cabin,
vs. using the same group over and over again.
Vice Chair Scott asked who would be doing the appointing, noting the current liaisons are appointed by the
Mayor and approved by City Council.
Director Vujnich noted the Department would conduct additional research and come back to the Commission at
a future date with a refined proposal based on the received input and questions from the Commission.
Commission Liaison Broyles noted how pleasantly surprised she was at how enthusiastic and engaged the
students were about the project. She noted the students should be given the option to continue in future
projects.
Chair Stevens noted City of Wildwood did not choose the students, the school administration appointed them,
so that is how she knows these students are good.
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Planner Keefe noted some of the accomplishments of some of the students, noting the Taskforce contained
tennis champions, participants in Water Polo Olympic events, participants in national history and geography
bees, etc.
2.

Route 66 Roadside Park Project Updates (Wards – All)

Planner Keefe reviewed some key milestones of the park project, summarized the key outcomes from the
Visioning Workshop, and noted some next steps, including working with Rockwood coordinators to develop and
coordinate the Student Design Competition.
3.

2022 Points of Interest Map Redesign - Pin-Up Review (Wards – All)

Planner Keefe presented, the noted the Commissioners might be best served to step down from their podiums
and review the near final version of the Points of Interest Map. She noted the cover panels had not yet been
designed. Commissioners reviewed the map in its actual size, and Director Vujnich noted the Department could
distribute the map to Members for their review at home.
Vice Chair Scott noted that the document was very attractive and would be highly engaging to people. Planner
Keefe noted it would be available for Celebrate Wildwood Event.
4.

Wildwood History Book Discussion (Wards – All)

Planner Keefe presented, noting that, with the hiring of a book Copy Editor, a new direction for the book’s ending
was being explored, eliminating Chapter 5 of it and reincorporating portions of the chapter into the rest of its
content, instead ending it with a photo essay celebrating “25 years of Wildwood.” She noted the new finish date
target for the book was the weekend of July 4th, in 2023. This new date was reflective of a coordination meeting
with all responsible parties and advice from the new Copy Editor, who is significantly experienced in this type of
publication.
Commissioner Rowton advocated for a living book, where it could be continually updated with additional
chapters. Planner Keefe commented that the on-demand publishing of the book allowed for future chapters to
be incorporated into it fairly easily. Director Vujnich acknowledged the book will need to be continually updated,
if no other reason than to incorporate new facts or correct errors.
Vice Chair Scott noted that it is difficult to separate current events from history. He stated you can’t bring a
history book up-to-date, that it has to have an ending point until the day a new period of time can be looked
back on and reflected upon.
Planner Keefe noted the book’s author, in this discussion, had commented that she had tried so hard to stay
objective with the content, that the chapter had started to read bland. Chair Stevens acknowledged that
commentary did help to add color to the content.
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Commissioner Hrubes asked for clarification, wondering if the book would be ended at Chapter 4. Planner Keefe
noted that, presently, the thought was to end the book with the City’s incorporation, followed by a “25 years of
Wildwood” photo essay, and then completed with an epilogue.
Council Liaison Rambaud asked about receiving copies of the book manuscript, noting there were still many
errors that had not been addressed. Planner Keefe noted she could provide a clean PDF of Chapters 1-4 and the
draft Incorporation Chapter, but the rest of the book was in-development.
Chair Stevens asked about the size of the book. Planner Keefe noted the size of the book was decided to be 8.5”
by 11” but may need to be tweaked to meet the requirements of Kindle Direct Publishing. She stated the book
would be available in paperback, in hardcover (hardcover laminate), and as an e-book.
Commissioner Hrubes motioned to approve all proposed changes to the ending of the book. Vice Chair Scott
seconded the motion. Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.
5.

Discussion of Essen Log Cabin Locations (Wards – All)

Director Vujnich presented, noting the item was a priority for the Commission because the project is funded for
2023. He noted today’s discussion would pertain to location of the cabin within the community, based on its
identified use. He noted the group had some concerns about security, access, etc. The three (3) locations
identified for the cabin now were limited to 1) Community Park, 2) Village Green, or 3) Glencoe City Park. Director
Vujnich noted the site plans received by the Department for this discussion arrived the day before and lacked
the overall context. The park designer is still working on additional plan sets with this more detailed information
but was not able to provide it for the meeting. Director Vujnich noted that, without the overall context, the
Department was not requesting a decision from the Commission at this time. The Department has noted that,
to make the project affordable, existing utilities had to be used as much as possible. The cabin was situated on
the identified sites accordingly.
Upon a question from Commissioner Rowton, Director Vujnich responded that all three (3) locations are popular
by users. He noted the Department would rank locations based on the amount of current/anticipated use.
In response to another question, Director Vujnich noted that security is best for Village Green, followed by
Community Park, and the least being Glencoe City Park.
Vice Chair Scott noted that Community Park was his favorite location, but did state the site being examined was
in a low area. He expressed concerns about flooding. Director Vujnich noted the discussion had also occurred
with the park designer, and Community Park was more susceptible to flooding on the southern end of the great
meadow. Vice Chair Scott noted it could be moved east up against the hillside, if needed. He noted Community
Park and Village Green were his favorite locations because they were more removed from the main walkway and
road. He commented that Glencoe was also subject to flooding. He noted without additional information, he
would be voting for Community Park.
Chair Stevens asked about security cameras. Director Vujnich noted that Village Green would be well-monitored
due to its proximity to City Hall. Community Park may have cameras in the future, but not at the potential
location identified for the cabin. Glencoe City Park has no cameras.
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Commission Liaison Broyles concurs with much of the discussion. She noted her choice would be Village Green
because of safety and accessibility.
Dr. Rambaud noted that his concerns were topographical. He noted it would be nice to have some elevations
around the sites examined for the cabin. He stated he had originally leaned toward Community Park, but was
now more of a proponent of the Village Green location because of the amount of activity anticipated there.
Chair Stevens commented that, prior to her becoming a part of the Commission, she had come to speak to it on
another matter. That night, the room had been abuzz about the log cabin caper.
Director Vujnich noted there would be some decisions to make about the foundation of the cabin, given the
foundation stones were never recovered, along with the roof being destroyed.
6.

Update on 2022 Work Program (Wards – All)

Director Vujnich noted that much of what is on the work program is being done. No questions or discussion
occurred.
B. Not Ready for Action – Two (2) Items
1. Update on Kohn Park Sign (Ward One)
2. Historic Route 66 Revitalization Initiative Work Program Update (Wards – All)

VII.

Review of Proposed Zoning/Plats/Site Development Plans/Demolition Requests – Two (2)
Items
A. Discussion of Preliminary Site Visit for a Demolition Request for a group of buildings and

structures located at 18456 Woodland Meadows Drive (Locator Number 25X520021).
Demolition is proposed for one (1) existing single-family dwelling and all associated
accessory structures upon the property. The date of construction of the primary residential
dwelling of historic significance is indicated as 1910, according to St. Louis County
Department of Revenue – Assessor’s Office Records, and circa 1875, according to the
Wildwood Historic Building Survey. This age threshold does require the HPC to consider this
request, as it moves forward, given at least one (1) of these structures is in excess of 75 years
of age. (Ward One)
Planner Keefe presented, noting the Commissioners had attended a site visit to the property on July 22, 2022.
She noted that an outcome of the meeting had been instruction to Mike Whalen, of Whalen Custom Homes, to
provide the Commission with more detailed information regarding the salvageability and restoration of the
structure. It had also been proposed by Mr. Whalen that a portion of the structure could potentially be preserved
as an accessory structure, depending on report findings. She noted the Department’s discussion with Mr. Whalen
revealed that his architect would need more time than a week to return a more detailed report for the structure.
The Department was therefore requesting this item be postponed to the next agenda.
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Commissioner Rowton motioned to postpone the item. Secretary Bachert seconded the motion. Vice Chair Scott
brought up the need to look at the economic feasibility of restoration of the residence compared to the cost of
tearing it down and building new. He noted he would not vote for demolition based on a reasonable extra cost
expected to maintain a historic residence, noting Mr. Whalen had known about it going in.
Planner Keefe reminded the Commission the structure was not presently on the Wildwood Historic Register and
the Historic Preservation and Restoration Code was a voluntary code. While the Commission has the authority
to make recommendations pertaining to historic structures, the owners ultimately have the right to decide what
to do with them.
Vice Chair Scott acknowledged the Commission was not the last word, but noted the structure was included in
the Historic Buildings Inventory. Planner Keefe clarified that the Wildwood Historic Buildings Inventory merely
identified buildings meeting a specific age threshold, but did not carry the weight of the historic register.
Vice Chair Scott acknowledged the Commission could only offer a recommendation.
Motion to postpone action passed by unanimous voice vote.
B. Review of letter offering options for the preservation of the primary residence that is located

at 18410 St. Albans Road (Locator #24X540073). The primary building, built circa 1913, has
been surveyed, and is included in the City of Wildwood’s Historic Building Inventory. (Ward
One)
Director Vujnich presented, noting a site visit that was conducted by the Commission that past March to the
Connell House, the “twin to Old Pond School.” He noted that, in the Master Plan, historic properties may be
categorized under a special land use area, allowing for flexibility and incentives for historic properties. The
Department took this item to the Planning and Parks Committee of City Council to gather input before bringing
it back to the Commission. He noted the Department had received a strong endorsement from that Committee.
He stated he had met with Tim Kloeppel that past week, and stated the ownership group appeared interested,
and would review the materials provided and return with some potential uses for the property. Director Vujnich
introduced the incentive letter written by the Department and requested amendments or action upon it.
Vice Chair Scott noted he thought the letter sounded good and was the right direction. Commissioner Rowton
motioned to approve the letter. Commissioner Hrubes seconded the motion. Motion carried by unanimous
voice vote.

VIII.

Other Matters for Consideration – One (1) Item
A. Discuss opportunity to tour Historic Glencoe with Ms. Ava Morgan Gilbert and her daughter
September 9, 2022 or September 12, 2022. Ms. Gilbert was born in Glencoe in 1937. Her
father was the pastor of the church in the area and an avid trout fisherman. Her great
grandparents and grandparents also lived in Glencoe. She now lives in Illinois and is curious
to revisit Glencoe and see if any of the buildings she remembers from childhood are still in
existence today (Ward Six)
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Planner Keefe presented.
Chair Stevens noted she would like to see the interview videotaped. Planner Keefe noted they could probably
rope some students into the project, but it was then noted they would probably be in school at that time. Director
Vujnich noted Senior Planner Newberry would likely be up to the task.
Vice Chair Scott commented that he found the history of Glencoe very intriguing. He was very much in-support
and would be there. He thought it should be recorded.
Commissioner Hrubes motioned to approve a site visit coordinated by the Department. Vice Chair Scott
seconded the motion. Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.
Planner Keefe then noted an email she had received recently by Andrew Dial, the Grants Manager for the State
Historic Preservation Office, regarding the Underrepresented Communities Grant Program, which is a grant
opportunity offered to Certified Local Governments with the intention of diversifying the National Register. She
noted this grant would very likely be available the following year around this same time, also noting that honoring
the community of Westland Acres was on the Commission’s Work Program. She noted that, to apply for the
grant, there would need to first be engagement with the community members before any project could be
identified. Director Vujnich noted there are several active residents still in the area that could be contacted.
Director Vujnich noted the Celebrate Wildwood Event is on September 24, 2022, and this matter would be on
the August agenda of the Commission. Chair Stevens asked if Union Baptist Church would be in attendance.
Director Vujnich confirmed.
Vice Chair Scott noted the Commission needed training every year. He stated he would like additional training
for Commission Members on restoration and maintenance of historic buildings and the National Register
process. Planner Keefe noted there were two (2) upcoming trainings to schedule, 1) archeology, and 2)
restoration of historic buildings.

IX.

Upcoming Meeting Date – August 25, 2022 (Thursday)

X.

Closing Remarks and Adjournment

Chair Stevens thanked the Department staff for their work. Commissioners then applauded Chair Stevens for the
snacks.
Vice Chair Scott made a motion, seconded by Secretary Bachert, to adjourn the meeting. Motion passed by
unanimous voice vote. The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 a.m.

July 29, 2022 HPC Meeting Minutes
8|P a g e

CITY OF WILDWOOD
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
_________________________________________________________________________________
Wildwood City Hall – Community Room, 16860 Main Street, Wildwood, MO 63040
August 15, 2022
I.

Welcome and Roll Call
Meeting:
Attending:

Absent:

Monday, August 15, 2022, hosted at Wildwood City Hall, at 2:00 p.m.
Acting Chair Shruthi, Members Sydney, Avyukth, Lily, Nolan, Haley and Allie, and Liaisons
Robyn Keefe, Melanie Rippetoe, Jan Stevens, Elizabeth Broyles, and Brian Reed (came late
around 2:30 p.m.)
Member Lauren

Planner Keefe suggested that the group nominate an Acting Chair, noting elections would be held later in the
meeting. Shruthi nominated herself as Acting Chair. Lily motioned for her to be chair. Nolan seconded the
motion. Motion carried.

II.

Approval of the Student Route 66 Taskforce Minutes from the July 20, 2022 Meeting

Lily motioned to approve the minutes. Shruthi seconded the motion. Motion carried.

III.

Public Comment – Does anyone have anything to say to the group before we get started?

None.
IV.

Discussion Items
1) Adopt Regular Meeting Schedule

Lily motioned to adopt the regular meeting schedule. Nolan seconded the motion. Motion carried.

2) Adopt By-Laws
Shruthi motioned to adopt the by-laws. Lily seconded the motion. Motion carried. All members present signed
the document.

3) Elect Officers
Planner Keefe read through the proposed slate of officers, and then opened the floor to speeches. Shruthi and
Avyukth both gave speeches for the Taskforce Co-Chair position. Shruthi won the election. Avyukth then
accepted a position as Co-Chair of the Events Committee. Sydney read her speech for the position as Vice Chair.
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Nolan stepped down, stating he would prefer to have just one position. Lily motioned to approve the following
slate of officers:
Co-Chairs: Lily Ge & Shruthi Senthil
Vice Chair: Sydney Schott
Secretary: Lauren Dean
Events Co-Chairs: Allie Suliman & Avyukth Raghuraman
Communications Co-Chairs: Haley Cottrell & Sydney Schott
Taskforce Liaison to the Historic Preservation Commission: Nolan Myers
Route 66 Steering Committee: Position will remain vacant until said Committee is formed
Shruthi seconded the motion. Motion carried by unanimous vote.

4) Form Committees
Nolan motioned to approve the following committees (Planner Keefe noted she would ask Lauren her preference
and assign accordingly):
Events Committee: Allie (Co-Chair), Lily, Haley, Avyukth (Co-Chair)
Communications Committee: Shruthi, Sydney (Co-Chair), Haley (Co-Chair), and Nolan
Avyukth seconded the motion. Motion carried.

5) Route 66 Roadside Park Project
a) Visioning Workshop Debrief
Planner Keefe asked the members what they thought of the workshop.
• Lily noted she had never been a part of workshop like that and thought it was very easy to participate
and share her opinions.
• Shruthi stated it was new to her, and she appreciated that everyone got to express their opinions.
• Nolan noted the workshop helped him think through his ideas, and that it felt very controlled.
• Haley noted that everyone seemed open to new ideas beyond what was even on display.
Planner Keefe then noted the key takeaways from the survey administered by the consultant team:
• The Route 66 Timeline Walk was the most preferred concept.
• Generally, respondents seemed against entering the park from Manchester Road.
• Respondents commented that usable park space should be maximized.
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Haley commented that the Timeline walk seemed to have the most room to do things, given there were five
different areas.
Lily commented that the group needed to think of something big to lure people to the space.
Shruthi commented that the Timeline layout helped to communicate a specific concept to people, “timeline” vs.
just “park”, sticking in their minds more. Planner Keefe noted it was a keen observation.

b) Student Design Competition
i.

Report Out from August 3, 2022 Meeting & Follow-Up Meeting

Brian Reed introduced himself to the group as the STEM Curriculum Coordinator for Rockwood School District.
Everyone then did brief introductions. Lily and then Planner Keefe presented on the August 3rd meeting and
follow-up meeting. Brian Reed also presented his thoughts for what grades and classes would work best for
STEM.

ii.

Discuss Role of the Taskforce

The role of the Taskforce was discussed, particularly in regard to communications and getting the word out.

iii. Idea Generation
When Planner Keefe asked the group what kind of preparation students would need, given their experience with
the project so far, the following discussion occurred:
• Shruthi noted that the trip around the corridor really helped her understand the story. She felt a handson approach was needed.
• Haley noted the group could film segments of the tour they took at orientation and play the video during
the presentation to students.
• Shruthi noted that even if something could be created on Google Maps, where a user could click a
landmark and hear a voiceover, that would be helpful.
• Brian Reed noted that he had the resources to make a virtual tour happen and could help. He also noted
he had access to a drone.
When communications were discussed, the following comments were made:
• Brian Reed noted that with Canvas LMS, the competition could be pushed out to every student and
teacher.
• Members noted that their best communication method was email. Brian noted Parent Square would send
out emails to every student and parent.
• Members noted that several of them were referred to the project through National Honor Society (NHS),
and that they were able to earn hours or points for participating. It was discussed that participation in
the competition could be a point/hours opportunity. Students committed to talking to NHS
representatives about the opportunity. Brian Reed offered to help facilitate those conversations.
• Shruthi noted announcements could be made over the speakers and pushed out via social media.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Another suggestion was flyers for the lunchroom and in the restrooms (with QR Code).
Lily noted that an Activity Fair usually took place in the first couple weeks of school, and the members
could table at the event for the park project.
Shruthi noted the group could contact the Newspaper Club and push information out through their
newsletter.
Shruthi noted that there could be Student Council Involvement.
Nolan suggested that Route 66 events could get students excited about the project.
Shruthi noted the Google Librarian as a resource.
It was noted that the City of Wildwood’s website wasn’t very user friendly. Planner Keefe noted that a QR
Code to the page should help students avoid getting overwhelmed, but that the City was currently
discussing a website overhaul.

Planner Keefe summarized the following tasks for the Communications Committee (due by end of August):
• Draft a script for announcements
• Draft a post for social media
• Talk to NHS representatives
• Plan for a table at the school activity fairs
• QR Code for flyers
Planner Keefe responsibilities:
• Coordinate with Brian Reed and Jordan McGaughey – Streaming date and time, virtual tour, etc.
• Webpage for Competition
• Coordinate with SWT Design to draft competition guidelines
Taskforce members asked what incentive students would have to participate in the competition. The following
was discussed as possible incentives:
• NHS points or hours
• Media attention
• Participation in the ribbon-cutting
• Special ceremony at Celebrate Wildwood
• Extra Credit

iv. Next Steps
6) Discussion of Future Pop-Up Events
•
•
•
•
•
•

Shruthi noted that it would be cool to plan a school dance at Stovall’s with a Route 66 theme.
Route 66 Easter hunt
Haley advocated for a running/fitness event, that would go through several of Wildwood’s historic
communities
Brian Reed noted food trucks were always popular and would pair well with the movie theater concept
Brian Reed noted the need to think through accessibility and equity to any event planned
A member noted a Special Olympics event could be held at one of the schools and themed for Route 66.
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Planner Keefe summarized the following task for the Events Committee:
• Set meetings with school principals to discuss possible dates for Route 66 events. Nothing has to be firm,
but the goal is to have a list to choose from.
• Note some of the above ideas in your conversations with them, so they know some events might happen
off school property. Ask if there are any special considerations for those events.
• Keep a detailed record of what is discussed to report back to the Taskforce.

V.

Requests for Information and Field Trips – What do you need to know to do your job?

Planner Keefe reiterated her plan to hold a meeting at the Wildwood Historical Society and also suggested a field
trip to Route 66 State Park.

VI.

Any Other Business – What else should we discuss?

Shruthi noted that on her vacation to California, she was able to drive portions of Route 66 and view the billboard
at the end of it. She suggested the City could do something similar to it. She noted she would send the picture
out via email.

VII.

Next Meeting Dates
1) Thursday, August 25, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. - Historic Preservation Commission Meeting/Route
66 Roadside Park Project Pin-Up Review
2) Tuesday, September 6, 2022 at 2:00 p.m. - Student Route 66 Taskforce Regular Meeting

VIII. Closing Remarks and Adjournment
Co-Chair Shruthi motioned to adjourn. Nolan seconded the motion. Motion carried. Meeting ended around
3:30 p.m.
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August 25, 2022

MEMORANDUM
To:

Wildwood Historic Preservation Commission Members

From: Department of Planning and Parks
Re:

Essen Log Cabin (Wards – All)

Cc:

The Honorable James R. Bowlin, Mayor
Steve Cross, City Administrator
John A. Young, City Attorney
Rick Brown, P.E. and P.T.O.E., Director of Public Works
Melanie Rippetoe, Assistant Director of Planning and Parks
Robyn Keefe, AICP, Planner

The Historic Preservation Commission has held several discussions on the Essen Log Cabin over the last
several months, including its May, June, and July meetings. At these meetings, the Commission
Members discussed the key characteristics of the cabin, in terms of its future use, and then its future
location. These discussions covered a range of the potential use options for this facility. The outcome
of these discussions led to a consensus to recognize the fragile nature of the cabin, which would
preclude it from being a venue space, but still encourage limited use for certain events and educational
activities. Therefore, the Department’s interpretation of the Commission’s consensus in this regard is
that limited utility connections, or a full complement of building and site improvements for same, would
not be necessary.
Based upon this discussion, and the conclusions that were reached, the following parameters were set
to be used for any future decisions regarding the cabin:
a.
b.
c.
d.

The cabin will have electrical service to it, but no other utility connects.
The cabin will accommodate accessibility at its front door.
The cabin will not be accessible to its second floor.
The cabin will offer reserved tours of limited group sizes, specifically for school children and
other groups of a similar nature.
e. The cabin will not be rentable for special events, like weddings or receptions.

f. The cabin can be used for photographic opportunities from its exterior at any time, and the
footprint of the site will be designed to provide full access around it.
g. The cabin, if placed in a public park or other City-owned property, can share available parking
and not require additional spaces to be constructed.
h. The cabin’s new foundation and roof must complement the reconstructed cabin and maintain
key design cues from the timeframe of it, which is estimated at late 1800’s.
Also, at these meetings, Commission Members defined certain key items regarding the cabin’s use and
how those considerations would affect its ultimate location. These considerations include the following
items, with the ability to score them in each column, with one (1) being low value, or less desirable, and
five (5) being high value, and more desirable. :
Park Site Name
(alphabetically)

Location Assets

Utilities

Access

Parking

Security

Community Park

Part
of
Great
Meadow Area and
would
be
the
centerpiece of the
northern end of
Community Park

Water, electric, and
sanitary sewer

Vehicular
and
pedestrian
options in
place

21
parking
spaces, existing

Limited to police
patrols

Part of Historic
Glencoe
Community
and
would be in close
proximity
of
historic marker and
Al Foster Memorial
Trailhead, a very
popular location.

Electric

Vehicular
and
pedestrian
options in
place

32
parking
space, existing

Limited to police
patrols

Isolated location
at night and is
near an area
that has flooded
many
times,
although not in
floodplain.

Green abuts City
Hall site and would
have all the
benefits of being
in close proximity
to it, including the
Wildwood Farms
Community
Garden (140
gardeners)

Water,
electric,
sanitary sewer, and
internet

None exist
to-date, but
through
City Hall site

56
parking
spaces,
at
nearby City Hall

Security
cameras, police
headquarters
abuts site, police
patrols

Part of a larger
multiple
use
facility,
which
may offset some
of
its
uniqueness.

Score (1 – 5)
Glencoe
City
Park

Score (1 - 5)
Village Green

Site Issues or
Needs
Somewhat
isolated,
particularly
night.

at

Score (1 - 5)

All of these locations will accommodate the cabin and provide the use considerations that have also
been detailed above. Acknowledging the multiple options, the Department, at the request of the
Commission, had a consultant develop a series of maps, one (1) set indicating the park location at a
(2.)

larger scale and the other reflecting more detailed and smaller scale views of them, with potential
options identified thereon. These locations are starting points for discussion and will help focus it as
well. Additionally, the Department believes it will ultimately benefit the Commission Members to visit
the locations at a future date with City staff.
If any of the Commission Members should have comments or questions in this regard, please feel free
to contact the Department of Planning at (636) 458-0440. A presentation is planned on this item at
tonight’s Commission meeting. Thank you for your consideration of this information and comments on
the same.

(3.)

Existing
Shelters

Existing
Parking

Existing Trail

New Essen
Cabin Location

Meadow

Existing Park Road

Future Sports
Courts Area

ESSEN LOG CABIN
COMMUNITY PARK

Existing
Playground
Existing Trail

Existing
Shelter/Restroom

terraspec
COMMUNITY PARK
PLAN

CP-1

Existing
Parking

Existing Ped.
Bridge

Existing
Bio-Basin

Existing Bench
Existing
Bio-Basin

Existing Trees
to Remain
Event Patio

New Exposed
Agg Walk

ESSEN LOG CABIN
COMMUNITY PARK

New Essen
Cabin Location
Meadow

CABIN LOCATION PARK

terraspec

CP-2

Existing Restroom
New Essen Cabin
Location 'A'
Existing
Parking

Existing
Walkways

Wa
sh
ing
to
nA

ve
nu
e

Existing
Playground

Gra

New Essen Cabin
Location 'B'

ue
ven
nd A

To Al Foster
Trailhead

GLENCOE PARK PLAN

ESSEN LOG CABIN
GLENCOE PARK

terraspec

CP-3

Existing Trees
to Remain
Existing
Restroom

New Essen
Cabin Location

New Boulder Wall
(4' Max Ht.)

New Flagstone
Patio & Walk

Existing
Parking

CABIN LOCATION 'A'

ESSEN LOG CABIN
GLENCOE PARK

terraspec

CP-4

Existing
Walkways
New Flagstone
Patio
New Essen
Cabin Location

e
nu
ve
dA
an
Gr

Existing Picnic
Tables Sites to
Remain

CABIN LOCATION 'B'

ESSEN LOG CABIN
GLENCOE PARK

terraspec

CP5

City
Hall

Future Village Green
Walkway System

New Concrete
Walk
New Essen
Cabin Location

Existing
Parking

Existing
Community
Garden

ESSEN LOG CABIN
VILLAGE GREEN

VILLAGE GREEN / CITY HALL PLAN

terraspec

CP-6
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MEMORANDUM
To:

Wildwood Historic Preservation Commission Members

From: Department of Planning and Parks
Re:

Update on Commission’s 2022 Work Program (Wards – All)

Cc:

The Honorable James R. Bowlin, Mayor
Steve Cross, City Administrator
John A. Young, City Attorney
Rick Brown, P.E. and P.T.O.E., Director of Public Works
Melanie Rippetoe, Assistant Director of Planning and Parks
Robyn Keefe, AICP, Planner

As members are aware, the Historic Preservation Commission began, at the start of 2018, formulating
a Work Program for each upcoming year. This 2018 effort was the first time the Commission Members
undertook such a step and believed it to be appropriate, as a method to ensure its goals for each year
would be monitored and eventually met. For 2022, the Historic Preservation Commission has continued
this practice of defining its Work Program at the start of the new calendar year.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION WORK PROGRAM
Commission Year 2022
Adopted by the Historic Preservation Commission – December 2, 2021

Prepared by the Department of Planning
The 2022 Work Program includes a number of large and small projects, activities, and endeavors, while
also reflecting items that have been carryovers from past years or, by their nature, are part of the
Commission’s activities every year. The adopted 2022 Work Program and associated updates are as
follows (updates from July 2022 meeting indicated by bolded, red type):

No
.

Work Program Item Description

Status

Underway

1.

Undertake minor repairs, along
with the painting of trim boards
and fascia at Old Pond School.

Completed

Not
Started/Delayed

Item
is
a
carryover from
2021 due to
budget
shortfall in that
year.
Planned work
to begin in
later part of
2022.

2.

Install the parking pad for the
Orrville
Historic
Community
Marker

Item completed. Orrville Historic Community
Marker does still need the pull-off pad for visitors
to be installed.
Work Order submitted to City’s contractor.
Awaiting schedule for completion.

3.

4.

Oversee and edit the final
chapters in the Wildwood History
Book, which is being prepared by
representatives of the Wildwood
Historical Society (WHS). These
final chapters include the
histories of the incorporation
efforts and from 1991 to 2021,
now inclusive of the COVID-19
pandemic

Final chapters and associated support items are
almost complete.

Offer input and oversee/approve
the descriptions for the Points of
Interest Map - 2022 additions.

In 2021, the Commission discussed a
reformatting or other changes to address its size
and amount of information.

The 2022 version of this map will
need to begin with a discussion
on a major redesign, given the
amount of information now
included upon it and the
limitations on printing my size.

The Points of Interest Map has been sent to
the printer. A final and folded proof will be
sent to the Department. This project, as
stated above, is on-track to be distributed and
available for the 2022 Celebrate Wildwood
Event.

Ms. VonGruben has been slowed by outside
factors relative to her completion of edits and
other items relating to the last chapter, along
with the other supporting sections to the History
Book.
Tasks 1 & 2, as described in the Project
Schedule, are currently in-progress.
An
advertisement for the Wildwood History Book
has been included in the Points of Interest
Map redesign. The new map will be available
for distribution at Celebrate Wildwood.

(2.)

No
.

Work Program Item Description

Status

Underway

5.

Initiate identified program steps
for promoting Historic Route 66
through the City of Wildwood.

Item is to be discussed at tonight’s meeting,
including an update on the Department’s
submittal of the proposed steering committee
recommendation that was supported by this
Commission to City Council. Planner Keefe
attended a Grant Workshop hosted by the
Grants Manager at the State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO) on August 16,
2022. A grant application for a Route 66
Revitalization Plan is now in-progress.

6.

Conduct planning and design
process on future Historic Route
66 Roadside Park on Manchester
Road.

Tonight, Scott Runde, of SWT Design, will
summarize the feedback received from the
online survey (24 responses) and Visioning
Workshop, and then present two (2) refined
conceptual layouts to the group. Based on
feedback received at this Pin-Up Review,
SWT Design will then narrow the choice
down to one (1) preferred concept. This
preferred concept will be developed further
and will be used to facilitate the Student
Design Competition for the park, centered
around the “Photo Op” component of the
project.

Completed

Not
Started/Delayed

Discussions with the Student Taskforce
Members and Rockwood School District
representatives indicate the City will be
conducting broad outreach to this
community with this competition. The
majority of planning and coordination will be
taking place with the Taskforce and Liaison
collaborators across participating entities;
however, input is needed into how to
incentivize student participation, and what
would be offered to the finalists/winner of
the competition.
7.

Continue work on Belleview
Farms
Project,
including
providing the oversight of the
preservation of historic assets
associated with it.

Item is a carry-over from past years, but work
continues at the property by Friends of Belleview,
other volunteers, and the City of Wildwood.
A number of Commission Members were able to
attend the tour of this facility and meet with
representatives of Friends of Belleview and hear
about this organization’s effort to restore this
(3.)

No
.

Work Program Item Description

Status

Underway

Completed

Not
Started/Delayed

one hundred (100) acre property to its past
diversity, ecological health, and condition.
No change from June 2022 report.
8.

Complete specifications and plan
sheets for the bidding process in
association
with
the
reconstruction of the Essen Log
Cabin on a City-owned site, while
defining its planned use and
location.

Item is a carry-over from past years, but City
Council has set aside $140,000.00 in funds, as
part of the 2023 Capital Improvement Program
or its reconstruction and restoration.
Given funding has been set aside for this project
in the City’s 2023 Capital Improvements Program,
the Commission and Department will need to be
prepared by the end of 2022 to move forward
thereafter.
This item will be discussed at tonight’s
meeting and additional maps have been
provided for illustrative purposes of the three
(3) potential areas for the placement of this
reassembled and restored cabin.

9.

10.

Create a Master Plan to address
acceptance of donations and the
allocations of future funding
necessary for their reuse.
The Master Plan should include a
design for signage that would
explain the source and location of
re-purposed materials that are
used in park construction
projects within the City.
Archive documents from the
City’s incorporation.

Item again is a
carry-over
from 2021.
No change
from January
2022 report.

Item is an in-house process and on-going, but
has slowed with Department’s staffing shortages.
No change from January 2022 report.

11.

Complete repair work along
frontage of Kohn Park and then
install park identification signage.

Item is a carryover from past
years.
No
change
from January
2022 report.
(4.)

No
.

Work Program Item Description

Status

Underway

12.

Review of Historical Aspects of
the Yost Estate Property –
Poërtner Park

A group of local equestrian enthusiasts had made
a proposal to the City Council’s Planning and
Parks Committee to utilized this facility for
equine related activities. A study by the City
Attorney indicated these types of activities would
not be consistent with the deed restrictions that
were created with the bequeath of the property
to the City of Wildwood.
The local equestrian group was advised of this
circumstance on Monday, March 14, 2022.

Completed

Not
Started/Delayed

Item is new for
2022.

A Request for Proposals (RFP) has been
formulated for the remediations of mold inside
the dwelling and is being reviewed by City
management. The RFP will be issued in early
Summer.
No change from the last update in May 2022.
13.

Develop
Targeted
Outreach
Efforts to Youth regarding the
History of Wildwood Area

As a first step, the Department included a word
search activity in the Spring Gazette, which was
provided by Vice-Chair Stevens. The gazette is
mailed to all Wildwood households.
The Student Route 66 Taskforce held its
second working meeting on Monday, August
15, 2022. A Student Design Competition is
being developed for the Route 66 Roadside
Park Project, involving extensive outreach to
the school community. Additionally, another
word search activity, supplied by Chair
Stevens, was included in the upcoming
edition of the Wildwood Gazette. Finally, the
Historic Preservation Commission will
continue discussion on the addition of Youth
Liaison(s) at tonight’s meeting.

Item is new for
2022.

14.

Explore
Partnership
Opportunities with the Westland
Acres Community to Celebrate its
One
Hundred
(100)
Year
Anniversary

The Department has identified potential
grant opportunities for 2023, and as a first
step, will be reaching out to contacts from
the Westland Acres Community in early 2023
to discuss interest and possibilities.

Items is new
for 2022.

If any of the Commission Members should have comments or questions regarding this information,
please feel free to contact the Department of Planning and Parks at (636) 458-0440. This item is on
tonight’s agenda for presentation and discussion. Thank you for your consideration of this information
and any input you may like to offer on the same.
(5.)

August 25, 2022

MEMORANDUM
To:

Wildwood Historic Preservation Commission Members

From: Department of Planning and Parks
Re:

Planning for 2022 Celebrate Wildwood Event (Wards – All)

Cc:

The Honorable James R. Bowlin, Mayor
Steve Cross, City Administrator
John A. Young, City Attorney
Rick Brown, P.E. and P.T.O.E., Director of Public Works
Kristin Naeger, Superintendent of Parks and Recreation
Stacy Chanski, Recreation Specialist
Melanie Rippetoe, Assistant Director
Travis Newberry, Senior Planner

The Celebrate Wildwood event is coming up soon and will mark the City’s 27th anniversary. This year it
is being held on September 24, 2022, starting at 10:00 a.m., with a parade, and ending at 9:15 p.m., with
fireworks. The schedule is as follows:
10:00 a.m. – Parade
11:00 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. – Celebrate Wildwood, inclusive of food and drink vendors
11:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. – Authors/Sponsors/Non-Profit Booths/Artist & Fine Craft Booths/Others
11:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. – City Information and History Tents
6:45 p.m. to 9:15 p.m. – Main Concert Venue
9:15 p.m. – Fireworks – Close of Event
The Department would like to ascertain how the Commission would like to be involved at the Celebrate
Wildwood event this year as in past years. There are many opportunities for Members to participate,
which include:
1. Participate in the parade (Theme: Route 66 – Then and Now).

2. Provide information about the upcoming Wildwood History Book (note QR Code in Points of
Interest Map), with past book giveaways on display.
3. Distribute and display 2022 Wildwood Points of Interest Foldable Travel Map.
4. Display the HPC’s eleven (11) display banners and mini replicas of the Historic Community
Markers.
5. Display the McReynolds Award for the Wildwood Historic Community Markers Program.
6. Display Route 66 Roadside Park Project poster, most updated conceptual diagram, and
informational handouts. A project scrapbook or poster, with photos taken by the Project
Historian to demonstrate the amount of engagement, could also be included.
7. Invite Student Route 66 Taskforce tabling volunteers and displays (ex. QR Code to Virtual Tour
of Route 66 handout and information on the Student Design Competition).
8. Provide Route 66 display with objects and information provided by Commission Liaison Broyles
and the Route 66 Association of Missouri. Include sign up for informational updates about the
Route 66 Revitalization Initiative and potentially a community petition of support to include with
the grant application to the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) in support of corridor
revitalization planning.
9. Display Essen Log Cabin brochures, posters, preliminary drawings, and “Where’s Waldo”
interactive activity, if location has been chosen (possibly on the Points of Interest Map Display).
10. Display binder with the latest edition of the Historic Building Inventory, information about
Historic Preservation in Wildwood, the Historic Preservation Commission, Wildwood Historical
Society, State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), and Missouri Preservation, and provide
packets to distribute to especially interested individuals. (Note: this information would have been
helpful to have on hand at last year’s event).
11. Provide children’s activities, akin to the word search activities developed by Chair Stevens, which
have been included in the past few issues of the Gazette (note, the proposed Essen Log Cabin
“Where’s Waldo” activity might fulfill this suggestion).
12. What else might be offered?
At tonight’s meeting, the Department wanted to offer these options to the Commission Members for
consideration and action. Certainly, the Commission Members can undertake as many of these activities
or additional types, as desired. Many of these above-mentioned materials are already on-hand or
already in-development.
A sign-up for volunteer shifts will be distributed in the next week. Please note your availability for one
(1) or more two (2) hour shifts at the History Tent.
If any of the Commission Members have any questions or comments in this regard, please feel free to
contact the Department of Planning and Parks at (636) 458-0440.
(2.)

