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CITY OF WILDWOOD 

RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

MEETING OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
CITY HALL – COMMUNITY ROOM 

16860 MAIN STREET 
WILDWOOD, MISSOURI 63040 

September 22, 2016 

 
I. Welcome and Roll Call 
 

Meeting: Thursday, 9/22/16, 7:01 p.m., City Hall, Community Room. 
Attending: Acting Chair Barth, Commissioner Wojciechowski, Commissioner Rosener 

[arrived after roll call at 7:09 p.m.], Commissioner Jeter, Alternate Thompson, Council 
Member Liaison Cullinane, Council Member Liaison DeHart, and Planning and 
Zoning Commission Liaison Gragnani 

Absent:  Commissioner Sahm and Commissioner Long  
Staff: Director of Planning Joe Vujnich and Senior Planner Terri Gaston 
   

II. Opening Remarks and Chair Comments 
 

Acting Chair Barth welcomed everyone in attendance to tonight’s meeting. With no further 
comments, the meeting proceeded as outlined. 
 

III. Approval of Meeting Minutes from the Historic Preservation Commission. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Wojciechowski, seconded by Alternate Thompson, to 
approve both sets of the Commission’s Work Session and regular monthly meeting minutes 
for August 4, 2016, as prepared by staff.  Acting Chair Barth declared the motion approved 
by an affirmative and unanimous voice vote [4/0]. 
 

IV. New Business 
 
a. Ready for Action  – One (1) Item 

 
i. Discussion on archiving documents from the City’s incorporation that are currently 

being stored at Old Pond School. (Wards - All) 
 
Director Vujnich introduced Pat Kozlowski, who would like to lead the archiving 
effort of incorporation documents, with the assistance of Council Member Cullinane 
and Commissioner Sahm.  Between the number of boxed documents [15] Ms. 
Kozlowski has, those materials being stored at Old Pond School, and the information 
from Council Member Cullinane and former Council Member Simmons [located in the 
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Library alcove of City Hall], it is a daunting task to organize, remove duplicated 
documents, and index everything in order to have it scanned and electronically filed 
for perpetuity.  It was requested the volunteers compile all the materials in one 
location for disseminating what should be archived, preferably at City Hall, where the 
information could be laid out for ease of sorting and also have the ability to scan it, 
perhaps, after normal business hours, when staff would not be using the 
Department’s workroom. Alternatively, it was suggested that staff research 
companies that provide scanning services and obtain a few bids for such. 
 
Mention was also made about the historical display boards not being exhibited in City 
Hall, which the Director noted they were in the past, but at the request of the then 
City Administrator and Mayor, removed and placed in storage. 
 
In summary, the 2-step process will be to: 
a.)  categorize the information and tag it for indexing and the suggested name for 
each electronic file, once scanned; 
b.) scanning will be investigated by staff, providing a list of service companies and 
cost, given the projected 2017 budget review is underway. 
 
Lastly, the Director suggested keeping all originals, which could be stored at City Hall 
in fireproof cabinets.  Any duplicates could be kept by the volunteers, if so desired. 
 

b. Not Ready for Action – No Items 
 

V. Old Business  
 

a. Ready for Action – Three (3) Items  
 

i. An offer from Mary Guise to sell to the City of Wildwood the original logs from the 
Heege-Boxwood Log Cabin. (Wards - All) 
 
Director Vujnich indicated the Guise's will comply with the Commission’s request to 
sort and display the logs.  He will ask contractor Glenn Gaehle to assist and have it 
accomplished in a couple weeks. Perhaps by mid-October, it would be possible to 
have another site visit.  Mr. Guise has attempted to better protect the logs, with 
more tarps, and also treated the area to address the pest situation. 

 
ii. Services from Rosener Nursery & Landscaping, Inc. for design and fabrication of 

new sign post for the Centaur Historic Marker. (Ward One) 
 

Since the Planning/Economic Development/Parks Committee’s endorsement on June 
21, 2016, the Commission is anticipating a written proposal for Kohn Park signage 
from Mr. Rosener, along with a design sheet, as well as a second estimate to use local 
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track from the Katy Trail, as a comparison to the Rock Island rail estimate.  No further 
information has been received at this time. 
 

b. Not Ready for Action – No Items 
 

VI. Review of Proposed Zoning/Plats/Site Development Plans/Demolition Requests 
 

a. Ready for Action – One (1) Item 
 

i. Demolition Request: Discussion of the demolition request for the single-family 
dwelling upon the property located at 17715 Mueller Road (Locator Number 
23W430105), c/o Roger and Sandy Schwartz. The detached garage was constructed 
in 1939, according to St. Louis County Real Estate Records. (Ward One) This site visit was 

conducted at 5:00 p.m. on 4/7/2016 – ACTION POSTPONED; remains postponed at the request of the petitioner.  
Petitioner informed staff on 8/25/2016, via telephone, they are not proceeding with demolition. The Department 
requests the Commission to remove this item from the agenda. 

 

Senior Planner Gaston mentioned the Department had been contacted by the 
property owner on this matter and they are not proceeding with demolition of the 
detached garage.  Mrs. Schwartz noted during the telephone conversation the 
tenant is exploring ways to reinforce the structure and help correct its tilted form. 
 
Chair Barth entertained a motion to remove this item from the agenda, which was so 
moved by Commissioner Wojciechowski and seconded by Commissioner Rosener. 
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote [5-0]. 
 

b. Not Ready for Action – No Items  
 

VII. Projects-Initiatives-Efforts Updates 
 

 Celebrate Wildwood 2016 – Update; WHS progress on next chapter for 2017 

 Historic Marker Program – discuss dates for unveiling ceremonies [6 of 11 markers] 

 Historic Preservation Training & Workshops 

 City Projects’ Updates 
 Al Foster Memorial Trailhead Project 
 Belleview Farms - Master Plan 
 Connector Trail along Meramec River  
 Strecker Road Bridge Replacement 

 Other 
 
Director Vujnich proceeded with updates on the City’s projects, initiatives, and efforts, 
beginning with Celebrate Wildwood Event, which he requested feedback from the 
Commissioners, as to their thoughts on the event’s success, as well as any ideas to improve 
next year’s celebration.  The feedback was mostly positive, ranging from the aesthetics of 
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the globes in the evening; the abundance of children; attendance in general, but more so 
during the evening concerts; and attendees appeared very enthusiastic.  The few concerns 
were in regard to the layout, such as the main stage’s location on Main Street, the Mayor 
cancelling the opening ceremony, no children’s activities on Sunday, and consider providing 
name tags and/or shirts, so attendees can identify volunteers.  As for the event booklet, 
there was a resounding ‘Well done!’ by the Commission.  
 
Director Vujnich thanked the members for their feedback, noting that a variety of layouts 
had been tried over the years, but given the event’s three (3) concerts, art festival, car show, 
parade, kids area, and food/drink/other vendors, plus the Farmers Market, there is only so 
much space and parking has to be accommodated too.  Discussion on this item ended with a 
few last mentions:  the Art and Founders’ Committees will be meeting on October 5th for a 
post-event briefing; the Commission should start thinking about a theme for 2017 and 
another set of Points of Interest; and Lisa Kelpe was replaced as President of the Wildwood 
Historical Society, while it held the ‘One-Room School House’ presentation at Old Pond 
School by Karen Fox, the author of the book, this past Saturday. 
 

The Hollow Historic Marker unveiling took place on Sunday, after the close of the Celebrate 
Wildwood Event, during the Founders and Friends BBQ.  Over 80 people were in attendance 
to dedicate this fifth marker, with many of the Commission members, several City Council 
members, and the Mayor, who conducted the ceremony. Six (6) markers remain to be 
installed, of which three (3) are ready for such: Centaur, Kelpe, and Fox Creek.  Asst. Director 
Arnett is working on the paperwork to finalize easements for the others.  Director Vujnich 
suggested a weekday or Saturday morning for the unveiling of these markers; with days 
being shorter this time of year, weeknights are not possible.  Centaur may take a while to do 
the landscaping, once the ground dries out.  Discussion closed with the decision to hold the 
Kelpe and Fox Creek marker ceremonies at 4:30p.m., on October 27th, prior to regular 
meeting later that night. 
 
Historic Preservation Training & Workshops: Senior Planner Gaston noted the remaining 
training opportunity for the year is the State’s Annual Historic Preservation Conference to 
be held in Hannibal, Missouri next month.  For those interested in attending, please contact 
her regarding registration.  The SHPO is seeking all HPC members and staff to complete a 
survey to gauge interest in other modes of training [i.e. webinars] in an effort to strive to 
meet CLG training requirements. 
 
There is nothing new to report on the Essen Log Cabin at this time; more to follow on this 
matter. 
 
Options were discussed for a new Grant Funding Opportunity, i.e. Civil Rights Grant; 
however, given the short deadline, the extensive application, and the Department’s current 
workload, it was dismissed.  Discussion regarding cemeteries brought up another topic 
concerning 18711 Wild Horse Creek Road. Director Vujnich noted this one (1) acre property 
might be for sale, which also contained, at a minimum, the burial site of Elijah Hamilton, 
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based upon an investigation by Joe Harl.  Director Vujnich requested the Commission’s 
direction on acquiring an appraisal, which, upon a motion by Commissioner Wojciechowski, 
seconded by Alternate Thompson, a recommendation was approved by voice vote [5-0] to 
engage an appraisal for this property. 
 
Director Vujnich provided detailed updates on Al Foster Memorial Trailhead, Meramec River 
Connector Trail, and Strecker Road Bridge Replacement, per his report dated 9/22/2016 
[refer to pages 2-3], of which the park/trail items are near completion and the bridge out to 
bid.  With regard to the Belleview Farms Master Plan, two (2) concept plans have been 
prepared by DG2 Design Landscape Architecture and received by the Department.  With no 
connection to the west and a private facility to the east for horse boarding, the park 
property would not focus on an equestrian-type use.  The Commission preferred Concept 2, 
but it should be more rustic, yet provide a natural-surface trail; sitting stones in the overlook 
area or consider using memorial benches, in a combination of wood and stone, with a gravel 
base.  This plan would also need to include the access road and parking, per the lease 
arrangement. Other items of discussion involved utility accessibility [i.e. the former dwelling 
had electric, so a line does exist]; preliminary analysis of the one hundred (100) acre site did 
not uncover any springs, as yet, and the signage would be provided by St. Louis County 
Department of Parks and Recreation at no charge, but the Commission members would 
prefer a more curvilinear sign, incorporated into the proposed block pier.  
 

VIII. Closing Remarks and Adjournment 
 

Senior Planner Gaston noted the next regular monthly meeting of the Commission would be 
October 27, 2016, at 7:00 p.m., again mentioning the Historic Markers unveiling ceremonies 
at 4:30 that afternoon.   
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Rosener, seconded by Commissioner Jeter, to adjourn 
the meeting, with a unanimous voice vote.  The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 


