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CITY OF WILDWOOD
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

_____________________________________________________________________________________

MEETING OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
CITY HALL – COUNCIL CHAMBERS

16860 MAIN STREET
WILDWOOD, MISSOURI 63040

May 5, 2016
________________________________________________________________________________________________

I. Welcome and Roll Call

Meeting: Thursday, 5/5/16, 7:08 p.m., City Hall, Community Room.
Attending: Acting Chair Barth, Commissioner Rosener, Commissioner Wojciechowski, Commissioner

Jeter, Alternate Thompson, Council Member Liaison Cullinane, and Planning and Zoning
Commission Liaison Gragnani

Absent: Commissioner Sahm, Commissioner Long, and Council Member Liaison DeHart
Staff: Director of Planning Joe Vujnich and Senior Planner Terri Gaston
Officials: Mayor Bowlin

II. Opening Remarks and Chair Comments

Acting Chair Barth welcomed everyone in attendance to tonight’s meeting and thanked the Commissioners
and Liaisons that were participating in the prior Work Session. Chair Barth introduced newly-elected Mayor
Jim Bowlin. Mayor Bowlin addressed the Commission, briefing them on his tenure with the City, which started
as a Historic Preservation Commission member about a decade ago, then Board of Adjustment and, more
recently, City Council as representative for Ward 6. As Mayor, he noted his open-door policy and reiterated
the Commission’s empowerment is upheld by the Municipal Code and thanked them for their on-going
dedication.

III. Approval of Meeting Minutes from the Historic Preservation Commission.

A motion was made by Commissioner Rosener, seconded by Commissioner Wojciechowski, to approve the
Commission’s April 7, 2016 Work Session and regular monthly meeting minutes, as prepared by staff. Acting
Chair Barth declared the motion approved by an affirmative and unanimous voice vote [5/0].

IV. New Business

a. Ready for Action – Two (2) Items

i. An offer from Mary Guise to sell to the City of Wildwood the original logs from the Heege-
Boxwood Log Cabin. (Wards - All)

Director Vujnich was contacted by Mr. and Mrs. Guise and they inquired about the City's interest in
obtaining a dismantled log cabin, being stored on their property. Glenn Gaehle and Director Vujnich
made a site visit; information on the re-assembly was well documented [schematic of the oak logs and
numbered]. Although the cabin’s materials were being stored outside, they were not on the ground
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and double tarped. They looked well preserved, with exception of a few. He wanted to gauge the
Commission’s interest to purchase the dismantled cabin for $6,000.00, which would be the first step in
possible acquisition. The City has some logs in storage from another site, to be repurposed for
signage, such as in a park or similar use. These logs are a full cabin, such as the Essen's. Commissioner
Rosener explained the type of cuts used to notch the logs, which can make reassembly sketchy, given
they tend to break off very easily. The Guise’s have photographs and other information with regard to
accurate reassembly. The Department could arrange a visit to view the logs, which are rather sizeable.
Council Liaison Cullinane suggested thinking of the bigger picture by acquiring such sought-after
historical relics and creating a little village of cabins, similar to Faust Park.

Director Vujnich concluded with arranging the site visit, but until such time for reassembling it, storage
at Gaehle Contracting is not an issue. Council Liaison Cullinane requested the Mayor be asked to join
the Commission on this visit.

ii. Services from Rosener Nursery & Landscaping, Inc. for design and fabrication of new sign post 
for the Centaur Historic Marker. (Ward One)

At the unveiling ceremony for the Monarch Historical Marker, Director Vujnich and Commissioner
Rosener discussed potentially doing something different with the Centaur Marker. A bit rushed, due
to the markers tour and work session, it was introduced briefly at last regular meeting in April.
Director Vujnich indicated it would need to be formally included in a packet and presented to the full
Commission. Mr. Rosener [representative for Rosener Nursery & Landscaping, Inc.; recusing himself as
Commissioner] provided a dimensioned and detailed sketch of an iron split-track railroad post and
mount for the Centaur Marker. The post’s finish would be black, similar to the marker, but not glossy.
He provided a couple estimates of the forging cost, as follows:

 Eureka Forge, rather excited about bidding on it, estimated $3,992.00 for forging, plus $350.00 for
rail materials; timeframe for production would be about 5-6 weeks.

 Mr. Rosener originally proposed a $1,700.00 estimate. Bob Alexander, a blacksmith collaborating
on the proposed project with Mr. Rosener, would donate his time. The duo could do it for said
estimate and possibly less, while noting that just to cut such material is typically $1,000.00.
Timeframe for production would be about 3 weeks.

Discussion among the Commission center on the fact the base support post was already ordered and
comes mounted with the marker; by changing this particular one, it won't look the same as the other
markers; kids will climb on it; Council won't see the artistic value. Mr. Rosener’s response was that
'history goes different ways' - it's symbolic. Director Vujnich suggested it be utilized for park signage.
Kohn Park, the location of the Monarch marker, was donated by Ed Kohn as a memorial to his father,
but the sign was stolen about ten (10) years ago and it needs to be eventually replaced; this type of
sign would be a nice fit for such. Liaisons agreed the Council would be more in favor of this design for
a park sign and landscaping around the base of it would protect visitors from the flare-outs.

A motion was made by Commissioner Wojciechowski, seconded by Alternate Thompson, for the
Department to prepare a proposal for Kohn Park signage, as presented by Mr. Rosener’s display. The
motion passed, 4/0/1 [Yay: Barth, Jeter, Wojciechowski, and Thompson; Nay: none; Abstain: Rosener].

b. Not Ready for Action – No Items

V. Old Business
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a.) Ready for Action – No Items

b.) Not Ready for Action – One (1) Item

1.) Discussion of the following item relating to the Historic  Community  Markers  Program: the review of
the proof for the final Historic Community Marker – Fox Creek. (Wards - All) Pending completed research

regarding the grist mill.

This item remains postponed; there was no discussion.

VI. Review of Proposed Zoning/Plats/Site Development Plans/Demolition Requests – One (1) Item

a. Demolition Request – Site Visit Summary: Discussion of the demolition request for the single-family
dwelling upon the property located at 17715 Mueller Road (Locator Number 23W430105), c/o Roger
and Sandy Schwartz. The detached garage was constructed in 1939, according to St. Louis County
Real Estate Records. (Ward One) This site visit was conducted at 5:00 p.m. on 4/7/2016 – ACTION POSTPONED.

Senior Planner Gaston provided the Demolition Site Summary from the discussion at the visit and
rationales for the request being postponed at petitioners’ request at the April 7th meeting. During the
site visit that same afternoon, the owners decided the garage could possibly be saved. Since, the
Department has not received any further information for its rehabilitation from the Schwartz' or if they
have decided to pursue demolition; until such, this item will remain on the agenda as postponed. 

VII. Projects-Initiatives-Efforts Updates

Director Vujnich proceeded with the Updates on Projects-Inititatives-Efforts Report beginning with the Phelan
Property  on  Centaur, which included a brief synopsis of this matter; it's scheduled for City Council final action
on May 9, 2016.

Celebrate  Wildwood: Director Vujnich noted the booklet cover and era synopsis were discussed at length
during this evening’s prior Work Session. The Points of Interest list, originally identifying 20 locations, were
reduced to 16 by combining the schools and then grouping them by category. It was agreed to hold another
Work Session on May 26, 2016, before the Commission’s regularly-scheduled monthly meeting that evening.

Director Vujnich noted the letter to owners of properties, where City needs easements for installation of
Historic  Markers, was drafted and requested the Commission review and approve it for distribution. There
was consensus among the Commission, so he will proceed with its circulation.

Historic   Preservation   Training: Senior Planner Gaston attended ‘CAMP;’ a Commission Assistance and
Mentoring Program in Marshall, Missouri, on April 21, 2016. She noted the program covered a variety of
Historic Preservation matters, from federal and state standards and guidelines, identifying and designating
historic resources and planning for the preservation of them, to legal issues, community engagement, and
gaining public support. Being a novice to such historic preservation topics, Senior Planner Gaston stated the
training was well worth the trip across the State.

Other  Training  &  Workshops: During ‘CAMP,’ Senior Planner Gaston also obtained the National Alliance of
Preservation Commissions’ [NAPC] Code of Ethics brochure, which she would forward the HPC. The NAPC’s
Annual Forum will be held in Mobile, Alabama July 27-31, but up next on the training schedule is the CLG
Forum on May 13th, which Director Vujnich will be attending. The State’s Annual Historic Preservation
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Conference will be held October 19-21, in Hannibal, Missouri. For those interested in attending any of these
events, please contact her regarding registration.  

Director Vujnich noted that the Karst/Schoenbecks were informed they would not be getting the Essen  Log
Cabin donation tax relief for 2015, given the filing of paperwork was more involved than originally thought.
However, staff will continue to move forward with the process and include it with budget sessions beginning
in September.

Belleview  Farms: Michael Allen was to provide report, which will hopefully be available by the next meeting.
Director Vujnich noted that staff met with Katherine Dockery, Executive Director of the Open Space Council,
for the possibility of creating an alliance with them. Unfortunately, the OSC’s endowments are not arranged
for such collaboration, but Ms. Dockery did commit to assist with events at the new facility, once open. Per
the lease arrangements with St. Louis County, there is a list of improvements required by year-end and staff is
diligently working towards such.

Public Comment:

Dr. Gragnani mentioned the Wildwood Car Club and the Wildwood Historical Society would be holding a
fundraiser on June 4th, which will include a display car show, BBQ, and museum tour.

IX. Closing Remarks and Adjournment

Senior Planner Gaston noted the fourth Work Session will be held at 6:00 p.m., preceding the next regular
monthly meeting of the Commission, scheduled for Thursday, May 26, 2016, at 7:00 p.m. Prior to both, a site
visit will be held to view the logs being offered by Mr. and Mrs. Guise, then a catered dinner.

A motion was made by Commissioner Jeter, seconded by Commissioner Wojciechowski, to adjourn the
meeting, with a unanimous voice vote.  The meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.


